Introduction
Most economists would tend to agree that our oceans are rival in consumption yet not excludable hence satisfying the classic definition of a common resource good. For example, one fisherman's catch can affect the productivity of other fishermen. And the Gulf of Mexico is no exception to these criteria of being rival and non-excludable in consumption. Further, a 'tragedy of the commons' can occur when the quality of a common resource good becomes so degraded such that all users are made worse off (Hardin 1968) .
The unthinkable became a reality on April 20, 2010 when Transocean's Deepwater Horizon suffered a catastrophic accident; the BP-contracted oil rig exploded killing eleven workers and injuring numerous other crew members (BBC News 2015) .
1 After burning for 1.5 days, the ill-fated rig then sank to the bottom of the Gulf. A third firm, Halliburton, was also considered partially negligent in causing this accident allegedly due to faulty cementing of the oil well. In the days and weeks to come, a subsequent environmental disaster ensued due to a malfunctioning blowout preventer (BOP), perhaps damaged in the original explosion. The BOP is the apparatus designed to stop and seal a leaking oil well in the event of an emergency.
On May 8, 2010 a containment dome failed due to the presence of crystalized gas.
Between May 9, 2010 and May 10, 2010 BP considered using both a junk shot (i.e., an attempt to fill the well with pieces of rubber tires and golf balls) as well as a using smaller containment done (i.e., known as a top hat). On May 26, 2010 a top kill procedure was initiated to stop the leaking well with drilling mud, but the attempt failed on May 29, 2010. On June 4, 2010 BP successfully affixed a lower marine riser package cap to the well, slowed the leak, and began to route oil to tanker ships above. Over a month later on July 10, 2010 BP attempted to affix 1 Incidentally, the Deepwater Horizon, a year earlier in 2009, set an astonishing drilling record in terms of measured depth of 30,055 feet and vertical depth of 35,050 feet (Transocean 2015) .
another yet better-fitting cap to the leaking well. All told, 5 months from the initial explosion, the well was finally capped and deemed effectively dead on September 19, 2010 after having leaked an estimated 4.9 million barrels of oil. 
Retail Frozen Seafood
Nielsen, a leading firm globally in the market for syndicated retail scanner data as well as media analysis, assembled the data set for this study (Nielsen 2015) . These data, spanning the 156-week time frame from the Saturday ending May 24, 2008 through May 14, 2011, represent volume sales in pounds for unbreaded frozen seafood products in the grocery store distribution channel.
As discussed in the Singh, Dey, and Surathkal (2012) paper on seafood demand systems, this segment of the retail seafood industry composes 36 percent of all seafood purchased in the foodat-home distribution channel excluding fresh, random weight items. Chidmi, Hanson, and
Nguyen (2012) also utilized a similar data set to characterize the demand for frozen seafood products. McBee (2012) points out that seafood demand depends not only on the relative prices of other protein sources but also on the growth rate of the population as well as the impact of the business cycle on household incomes.
Figures 1-3 were created using detailed, representative point-of-purchase scanner data for fish, shrimp, and crab, respectively. As observed in Table 1 
Locavores and Boat-to-Plate Seafood Traceability
In the aftermath of a tragedy such as the sinking of the Deepwater Horizon, it becomes clear that the notion of traceability systems, which have been widely considered in the beef, pork, and poultry industries, would also have merit in the seafood industry. Consumers not only have an expectation of safe food, but also increasingly express a preference and willingness-to-pay for locally sourced food as well, evidenced by the ubiquitous farm to table movement. The supply of seafood has two main sources, the production from both aquaculture and capture fisheries (Smith et al. 2010; Asche, Guttormsen, and Tveteras 2008) . Tank 
